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Introduction
Background - Bacterial resistance has reached an alarm-
ing level worldwide. There is a worrying gap between
the current worldwide spread of multiresistant bacteria
and the lack of new antimicrobial drugs. Urgent mea-
sures are then needed in order to preserve the efficacy
of antibiotics.
Objectives
Our aim was then to raise awareness and call for action
to save antibiotics.
Results
Objectives and results - We created in 2011 an interna-
tional network, named the World Alliance Against Anti-
biotic resistance (WAAR). It gathers health professionals,
veterinarians, environment specialists, economists, politi-
cians and delegates of the public. This association is sup-
ported by 51 professional societies (40 in France and 11
non-French societies) and counts 470 members, from
45 different countries. We have met with government
delegates, have communicated on the topic in the media
(television, radio, internet, journals...) and in the scientific
literature. We have contacted the APUA (Alliance for the
Prudent Use of Antibiotics), the BSAC (British Society of
Antimicrobial Chemotherapy), React (Action on Antibiotic
Resistance) and GARP (Global Association of Risk Profes-
sionals) in order to participate in a common international
call for action (letter published in November 2012 in the
Financial Times). Our next step in the coming months is
to suggest to government delegates to conduct a strong
initiative showing that antibiotics are a very special class of
drugs. Namely, we will suggest that doctors, including
those in the outpatient setting, prescribe antibiotics on a
dedicated form, mentioning the clinical indication and the
duration of therapy. Moreover, a systematic reassessment
of therapy around day 3 is of critical importance. We are
planning to evaluate these strategies in randomized con-
trolled trials, assessing total antibiotic use as the main out-
come. Adding the antibiotics to the UNESCO World
Heritage list would also be very useful.
Conclusion
Conclusion - We believe that such global initiatives are
urgently needed worldwide if antibiotics are to be saved.
Those precious drugs must be considered as “special”
drugs, and actively protected.
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